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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-7,12-17,19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267). 

With regards to claim 1, Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267) teaches an aberrant component 
detection method comprising: 

storing, in a computer memory, a reference current indicative of proper functioning of a 
particular component; (Col. 9,lines 55-60) 

sensing current supplied to a group of components including the particular component; 
(Col. 9-10, lines 65-68 & 1-5) 

comparing the current supplied to the group of components to the reference 
current; and (Col. 8, lines 60-63) (Col. 9-10, lines 60-63) 

recording a result of comparing the current to the reference current. (Col. 10, lines 

11-15) 

With regards to claim 12, Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267) teaches an aberrant component 
detection method comprising 

recording a result of comparing a sensed current to a reference current, the 
sensed current being supplied to a group of components including the particular 
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component, the reference current being indicative of proper functioning of a particular 
component and being stored in a computer memory. (Col. 10, lines 11-15) 

With regards to claim 19, Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267) teaches an aberrant component 
detection method comprising: 

storing, in a computer memory, a reference current indicative of proper functioning of a 
particular component; (Col. 9,lines 55-60) 

sensing current supplied to a group of components including the particular component 
while only the particular component draws current (Col. 9-10, lines 65-68 & 1-5) (Col. 3, lines 
20-21) 

comparing the current supplied to the group of components to the reference current; and 
(Col. 8, lines 60-63) (Col. 9-10, lines 60-63 ) 

recording a result of comparing the current to the reference current, wherein recording a 
result comprises at least one of storing the result in a computer memory displaying an alert when 
there is a discrepancy between the reference current and the current supplied to the group of 
components, and recording a circuit to which current was supplied during sensing. (Col. 1 0, 
lines 11-15) 

With regards to claim 2, Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267) recording a result comprises 
storing the result in a computer memory. (Col. 9, lines 55-56) 

With regards to claims 3, 14 and 15 Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267) teaches the 
computer memory being non-volatile. (30,40;figures 3-4) (Col. 9, lines 55-56) 
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With regards to claims 4 and 13, Denen et aL (USPN 5,400,267) teaches recording a 
result comprises displaying an alert when there is a discrepancy between the reference current 
and the current supplied to the group of components. (Col. 6, lines 42-43) 

With regards to claim 5, Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267) teaches recording a result 
includes recording a circuit to which current was supplied during sensing. (Col. 9-10, lines 65-68 
& 1-5) (Col. 3, lines 20-21) 

With regards to claims 6 and 16, Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267) teaches sensing current 
includes sensing while only the particular component draws current. (Col. 9-10, lines 65-68 & 1- 
5) (Col. 3, lines 20-21) 

With regards to claims 7 and 17, Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267) teaches further 
comprising allowing access to recorded results. (Col. 6, lines 58-64) 

With regards to claim 21, Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267) teaches particular component is 
itself a group of components and the method is applied recursively to identify an aberrant 
particular component within the particular component. (Col. 9-10, lines 65-68 & 1-5) (Col. 3, 
lines 20-21) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8-1 1 , 1 8 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267) in view of Motoyama (USPN 5,887,216). 
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Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267) teaches an aberrant component detection method 
comprising: storing, in a computer memory, a reference current indicative of proper functioning 
of a particular component; (Col. 9,lines 55-60) sensing current supplied to a group of 
components including the particular component; (Col. 9-10, lines 65-68 & 1-5) comparing the 
current supplied to the group of components to the reference current; and (Col. 8, lines 60-63) 
(Col. 9-10, lines 60-63) recording a result of comparing the current to the reference current. 
(Col. 10, lines 11-15) 

Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267) does not explicitly disclose allowing access comprises 
providing a connection to and allowing access via a computer network. (Col.4, lines 61-63) 

Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267) does not explicitly disclose the computer network is the 
Internet. (Col.4, lines 51) 

Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267) does not explicitly disclose the allowing access comprises 
providing a user interface via an on-board display. (Col. 8, lines 20-21) 

Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267) does not explicitly disclose allowing access comprises 
providing a port, allowing connection of a computer to the port, and providing access with the 
connected computer to the stored results. (Col. 5, lines 30-40) 

Denen et al. (USPN 5,400,267) does not explicitly disclose providing a connection to via 
a computer network (Col.4, lines 61-63), providing a user interface via an onboard display 
(Col.8, lines 20-21), and providing access via a computer connected to a direct-connect port. 
(Col.4, lines 61-63), 
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With regards to claim 8, Motoyama (USPN 5,887,216) teaches allowing access 
comprises providing a connection to and allowing access via a computer network. (Col.4, lines 
61-63) 

With regards to claim 9, Motoyama (USPN 5,887,216) teaches the computer network is 
the Internet. (Col.4, lines 51) 

With regards to claim 10, Motoyama (USPN 5,887,216) teaches the allowing access 
comprises providing a user interface via an on-board display. (Col. 8, lines 20-21) 

With regards to claim 11, Motoyama (USPN 5,887,216) teaches allowing access 
comprises providing a port, allowing connection of a computer to the port, and providing access 
with the connected computer to the stored results. (Col. 5, lines 30-40) 

With regards to claim 18 and 20, Motoyama (USPN 5,887,216) teaches providing a 
connection to via a computer network (Col.4, lines 61-63), providing a user interface via an on- 
board display (Col. 8, lines 20-21), and providing access via a computer connected to a 
direct-connect port. (Col.4, lines 61-63), 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
the Denen reference to include the teachings of Motoyama in order to arrive at the 
claimed invention, in order to communicate a problem to a service center. (Col. 3, lines 
13-16) 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Jinzenji (USPN 4,767,996) teaches a fault current detection device for a D.C. 
network, and McCartney et al.(USPN 5,027,285) teaches a power line waveform measurement 
system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aditya S Bhat whose telephone number is 703-308-0332. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Barlow can be reached on 703-308-3126. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-5841 for regular 
communications and 703-308-5841 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308-0956. 



Aditya Bhat 
October 17, 2005 




